Northeast Wisconsin Association g 7§’t5 Vg- Grande Market Dr.
" . . uite

NEA REPORTER iz

Published monthly
except July

Dear Friends,

The last verse of the Easter hymn Now the Green Blade Rises (238 in the New Century Hymnal)
speaks to me, in the words of the author John M.C. Crum, about how life often is for us.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Christ’s warm touch can call us back to life again.
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Refrain: Love is come again like wheat that rises green.

As | write these lines, what remains of snow drifts cover some of the area in our garden where
the sprouts of crocus and tulips and daffodils are to emerge. | know that new life is under the fro-
zen forces of the snow and ice, and it is just a matter of time until sun and warm weather and
spring rains provide the nurturing conditions for new life to spring forth.

In a similar way, the snowy drifts of war, economic struggle and domestic violence that are pre-
sented regularly on the evening news cover up and retard the possibilities for all levels of life. We
grow weary of the tensions in society that pull us apart regarding social issues. In this country
the rich are getting richer, the poor are getting poorer and the middle class is shrinking. Health
care expenses continue to escalate faster than the cost of living, and we are failing to prepare
our children with skills to compete in the world of the future. Clean water, and food are not in
abundant supply in war torn countries. The ability to learn and grow to ones God given potential
is not possible when abuse and oppression dominate. The motivation to grow spiritually is not
there when one’s spiritual yearnings are co-opted by the substances that trap people into addic-
tive behaviors.

In this Easter carol Now the Green Blade Rises the reality of the Resurrected Christ is pro-
claimed. The negative images of death and destruction are transformed by the warm touch of
Christ. Verse after verse the refrain affirms: “Love is come again like wheat that rises green.”
Where do we experience the repetition of this gracious message? Church! Yes, one may read
about the incarnation of God’s love in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus in our personal de-
votions. However, God’s gift of community where we may worship and learn together is an ideal
space where the kernel of love and life may be incubated in the warmth of God’s love in Christ.

| pray that you have wonderful Easter celebrations in the churches of the Northeast Association.
May you live toward the faithful vision of God’s Reign, where Christ’s warm touch can call us
back to life again.

Cathy joins me in wishing you a Happy Easter!

Shalom,

Art
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Coming Events in the Northeast Association
APRIL
2nd DEADLINE TO RSVP for Annual Meeting
15th 3 PM Ordination and Installation of Joan Shiels, Hope UCC, Sturgeon Bay
16th 9-11 AM Division of Wider Church Ministries @ NEA Office
21st  8:30-2:30 Annual Meeting at Our Saviour’s UCC, Ripon
26th 9-10 AM Ethics Committee @NEA Office
29th 3 PM Installation of Rev. David Mercer at St. Peter’s UCC, Kiel
MAY
Ist 9 AM Division of Local Church Ministries @ NEA Office
3rd 2PM Placement & Transition @ NEA Office
9th  9:30-11:30 AM Clergy Cluster I @ St. John’s UCC, Appleton
10th 9-11 AM Clergy Cluster II @ First UCC, Ripon
15th  9:30-11:30 AM Clergy Cluster III @ Our Shepherd’s UCC, Howards Grove
17th  9-11AM NEA Executive Committee @ NEA Office
21st  9-11 AM Division of Wider Church Ministries @ NEA Office

Contact The Association

NEA Office
Association Minister
Association Secretary

Ministries Coordinator

Phone 920-731-4781
Arthur Wille
Mary Martin

Position vacant

Fax 920-731-4255
art@neaucc.org

mary@neaucc.org

Websites: Association WWW.Nneaucc.org
Conference WWW.WCUCC.OT'g
National WWWw.ucc.org

S \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ /;\‘
NORTHEAST ASSOCIATION HOURS g
/N
Arthur H. Wille, Association Minister M-TH 9:50 AM - 4:00 FM N
Mary Martin, Association Secretary M-TH  &:250 AM - 1:50 PM 0

Are you interested in submitting an article to the NEA Reporter?
All submissions need to be sent to the NEA office via e-mail no later than the 23rd of the month.
All articles and requests are subject to approval of the Association Minister.
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APRIL. ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES

John Mendonca 42 Years April 4
Dorothy Mendonca 42 Years April 4

Michael Bausch 33 Years April 28
Michael Safford-Kennedy 4 Years April 27
Judine Duerwaechter 3 Years April 18

CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES IN 2007

20 YEARS 120 Years
Our Shepherd UCC, Howards Grove Immanuel UCC, Kaukauna
105 Years 130 Years
First Congregational UCC, Redgranite St. John’s UCC, Cecil
Peace UCC, Shawano 150 Years

First Congregational UCC, New London
St. John UCC, Sheboygan

160 Years
115 Years Immanuel UCC, Plymouth
Peace UCC, Marinette

ECSW - Resource Center

Mission Statement

The East Central Synod of Wisconsin Resource Center will provide resources and guidance to
assist congregations in their ministry. The center will be a catalyst for mission by encouraging
congregations to share ideas, leadership, media and materials. Through making connections for

ministry, providing ‘hands-on' services to parishes, and multiplying available resources,
the center will equip and build up the body of Christ."

As a member of the Northeast WI Association, you have the opportunity to utilize
the ECSW Resource Center. Visit their website at: www.ecsw.org.
Phone: 920-734-3797
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CHURCHES IN TRANSITION

First Congregational UCC, Appleton, seeking Pastor,
Rev. Jake Close, Interim

Zion UCC, Dale, in transition, Rev. Greg Watling, Interim

Church of Peace UCC & Bethel UCC, Fond du Lac, in transition,
Rev. Charles Fluegel, Interim Senior Pastor & Rev. Sharon Stier, Interim Associate

Immanuel UCC, Neenah, in transition,
Rev. Milton Staskal, interim

First Congregational UCC, New London, seeking Pastor,
Rev. Robin Reed, Interim
Immanuel UCC, Plymouth, in transition, Rev. Linda Kuhn, Interim
The Rev. Dr. Ann Michele Rogers-Brigham was called as pastor at Immanuel UCC,
Beginning July 1, 2007
St. Paul’s UCC, Sheboygan, seeking Pastor,
Rev. Earl Kruse, Interim

Grace Congregational UCC, Two Rivers,
seeking Associate Pastor

Union-Congregational UCC, Waupun, in transition,
Rev. Kathleen Rinear & Rev. John Jewell, Interim Team

Installations

April 15, 2007, 3 PM, Ordination and Installation of Joan Shiels as
Associate Pastor at Hope UCC, Sturgeon Bay.

April 29, 2007, 3 PM. Installation of Rev. David Mercer as
Pastor at St. Peter’'s UCC, Kiel.
Clergy are invited to wear robes and red stoles.

The NEA Annual Meeting will be held at
Our Saviour's UCC, Ripon
on Saturday, April 21, 2007

Invitations to the Annual Meeting were mailed in early March.
Deadline to register is Monday, April 2nd.

White books have been mailed.
Please bring them to the meeting.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, DePere, Pastor: Cyndy Little.
"TIME TO CELEBRATE!" On June 25, 1957, in Cleveland, Ohio, delegates from the
Congregational Christian Church gathered with delegates from the Evangelical and Reformed
Church at the founding General Synod to create a new denomination. Wow! Fifty years of wit-
ness and ministry is a blessing to celebrate. In our area, there will be a gathering at the Lawrence
University Chapel in Appleton on June 17. At that event, UCC members will join to remember the
past with thanksgiving and look to the future with great hope. We hope for an enthusiastic pres-
ence at this gathering.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, New London, Interim Pastor:
Robin Reed. "EXCITING NEWSI!!" Here is one way you can double your money with your contri-
bution to the Building Repair Fund. A very generous member who wishes to remain anonymous
will match all money received in March designated for the Building Repair Fund, up to a maxi-
mum of $25,000!! (From Good News)

PEACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, Marinette, Pastor: William S. Clyma. "COOKIE BAK-
ING SESSION FOR CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS". Do children like cookies? The obvious answer to
this question shaped the planning for a Cookie Baking session that was held on March 30. Chil-
dren and teenagers gathered to make dozens of cookies for the Bake Sale held the next day.
The Bake Sale provided money that will fund scholarships for kids to attend Moon Beach Camp
or Pilgrim Center in the summer of 2007. (From Tidings of Peace)

IMMANUEL UNITED CHUIRCH OF CHRIST, Plymouth, Interim Pastor: Linda Kuhn. SCHOLAR-
SHIPS. Six Immanuel Church Scholarships were awarded during a recent worship service.
Among those students receiving scholarships, were those attending: UW- Madison (one) study-
ing pharmacy, Lakeshore Technical College (three) studying business management, broadcast
captioning and nursing, and UW-Sheboygan (two) studying elementary education and pre-law.
(From Immanuel Messenger)

BRIEF SELECTIONS FROM OTHER NEWSLETTERS

Moon Beach, like the United Church of Christ, is also celebrating its 50th anniversary. To mark
this event, First Congregational of Appleton will raise $10,000 to pay for renovations to the two
year-round cabins they adopted. Moon Beach is also accepting gently used furniture to revitalize
its cabins.

Seventeen cloth bags were made by 6 volunteers from Union Congregational Church, Waupun.
They contain crayons, paper, clipboard, stickers, and activity sheets,-all to encourage quietness
during worship time.

The Dorcas Ministry (mission group) of Immanuel UCC, Kaukauna, supply cleaning products to
families leaving Harbor House. Also, their pastor, Melinda Feller will go to Chiapas, Mexico, this
summer for continuing education.

The Women's Fellowship of Federated Church, Green Lake, gave $1,000 to Church World Ser-
vice's Tools of Hope and Blanket offering.

Rev. Kathleen Gloff, pastor of Ebenezer, Chilton reminds us that the word "Easter" has evolved
from Ostara, the pagan goddess of dawn. Western Christians fix the Easter date on the first Sun-
day after the first full moon after the spring equinox.
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Friday, May 18, 2007 9:30 A.M. — 3:30 P.M.

WITH NEW EARS: LISTENING TO THE LORD’S PRAYER
(A Spring Retreat for Men and Women)

This day of retreat will use as its guide Wayne Muller’s brilliant gem of a book on the Lord’s Prayer,
entitled Learning to Pray: How We Find Heaven on Earth. This little volume contains dazzling in-
sights and startling nuances which breathe new life into this familiar and beloved prayer. You will
never hear it or pray it in the same way again. Come and reflect on this May day, in the spring-filled
countryside of the Kettle Moraine.

Our leader for this day: Rev. Holly Whitcomb, a United Church of Christ minister since 1978, is a na-
tional retreat leader and author. Her latest book is Seven Spiritual Gifts of Waiting.

Kettlewood Retreats invites you to this spring event at Cedar Valley. Come join us in the countryside
of the Kettle Moraine on 100 spectacular acres (an outdoor labyrinth too!) near West Bend. The noon
meal is included.

To register for this retreat, please write a check for $50.00 to Rev. Holly Whitcomb and send it to:
2095 Elm Tree Ct., EIm Grove, WI 53122. Include your name, address, and phone number(s). Re-
treats can fill quickly. Please register as soon as you can. Upon receipt of your registration, you will
receive a map. For more information, call (262) 784-5593.

First Congregational UCC
Is Helping the Environment

First Congregational UCC, New London is participating in an “Earth Friendly Fundraiser”. What is

"Earth Friendly Fundraising"? Earth Friendly Fundraising allows First Congregational to focus some
of their fundraising energies on "doing the right thing" for the environment and to give something

back to the community of New London.

First Congregational UCC will be collecting printer cartridges, both Laser and Inkjets, cell phones and
aluminum cans for recycling. These items will then be reused or remanufactured rather then placed in
our landfills. Recycling these items also saves energy. In 2004 we in the United States saved over 15
million barrels of crude oil by just recycling aluminum cans. Printer cartridges can be recycled to
save both money and the environment. In North America alone, over 350 million cartridges per year
are discarded in our landfills, and that number increases by 12 percent annually. By some estimates,
as many as 8 cartridges are thrown away in the United States every second. Plastics used in printer
cartridges takes over 1000 years to decompose.

Here's how you can help First Congregational UCC. Contact local businesses, corporate offices, rela-
tives, friends and neighbors and simply ask then to donate their used printer cartridges cell phones and
aluminum cans. They can be deposited in collection boxes that are located inside the church, please
put your aluminum cans in the collection bin in the parking lot by the church. First Congregational
UCC is located at 110 E. Hancock Street, New London. If you have any questions please contact the
church at 920-982-3731. Recycling Workshop of Reedsville, WI is assisting First Congregational
UCC with this fundraiser. For more information contact them at 920-754-4021.
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The Northeast Wisconsin Association
Invites you to join us at the
ANNUAL TIMBER RATTLER EVENT
Saturday, Auqust 11, 2007

A Trlp for the
Ball Game ...

=

This year the Division on Wider Church Ministries
will secure a large tent that will provide shade at our
tailgate party for those who prefer or need it,
Food will be served beginning at 4:00 p.m.
with the baseball game aqainst the
West Michigan Whitecaps starting at 6:35 p.m.

TICKETS: $10 per person
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Thursday, July 5, 2007

Please complete the information below and send along with 3
check made payable to the NEA .

PR D 17 N i =)

Church Name:

Church Address:

Cl”cy: ZiP:

Contact person and their phone number:

Number of tickets requested: Amount enclosed:

Please indicate where to mail game tickets if different from above information:




