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nine books, including the award-winning What’s 
Theology Got to Do with It?; Transforming Congregational 
Culture; and Changing the Conversation: a third way for 
congregations. A generous gift from Grace Congre-
gational UCC, Two Rivers has made the visit of Tony 
Robinson a reality for us, and for their kindness we 
are most grateful. 
 In addition to an inspiring keynote 
presentation and sermon from Tony Robinson, the 
Church Revitalization Team of the Wider Church 
Division will offer workshops where mission projects 
of some of our own churches will empower delegates 
to return home with new commitment to balance 
internal nurture with external mission.  The 
recognition that Jesus came to seek and save the lost 
(Luke 19:10), is at the root of risk-taking mission, and 
as modern-day disciples, our calling is to continue 
Jesus’ ministry of going to people and places of need. 
 The annual meeting will recognize the change 
in Conference staffing, but the continuance of 
Association governance and programming.  Although 
there will no longer be an association office after June 
30, the functions of the divisions and committees will 
continue.  St. John UCC, Appleton, has graciously 
offered to house the association files, and welcomes 
committees to meet there.  Let’s be patient with one 
another as we embrace the coming change.  New 
things are coming our way and God is in the midst of 
them. 

Dear Friends, 

 Shalom, 

 Art Wille, 
 Association Minister 
Editor’s Note:  See Page 4 of this newsletter for 
more information about the Annual Meeting. 

 Our annual association meeting this year will 
focus on living into the future of the church.  We are 
aware that the world is changing in ways that most of 
us had not expected.  All around us we see institutions 
scampering to deal with shifts in consumer 
confidence, in values, in authority, and the list goes 
on.  The church is not immune from the cultural 
ferment that challenges the way we have attempted to 
be faithful.  We are coming to realize that the way we 
were in the past was appropriate for former 
circumstances, but to survive and thrive in the future 
calls for new ways.   
 This should not be a surprise to us, for it 
always was so.  The Prophet Isaiah reflected God’s 
encouragement of the Israelites with the words: “Do 
not remember the former things, or consider the 
things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-
19a).  And our hymnals contain the lyrics of James 
Russell Lowell whose hymn “Once to Every Man and 
Nation,” in verse two states: 

New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth. 

 To help us anticipate God’s call to a faithful 
future, the Division on Wider Church Ministry and 
the Executive Committee have invited the Reverend 
Anthony Robinson to be our keynote speaker.  
President of the Seattle-based Columbia Leadership 
Network, UCC minister Tony Robinson is author of 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2  9:00--4:00 

    Spring Training 
    workshop on Faith 
    Practices; Saron  
    UCC, Sheboygan 
    Falls 

3 4  9:30 A.M., C-TEN, 
    NEA Office 
6:00 P.M., NEA dele-
gates to 28th General 
Synod meet at Wille 
residence in Neenah 

5  10:00--12:00 
    Periodic Support &  
    Consultation Com- 
    mittee, NEA Office 
2:00 Church Planters 
Team Conference 
Call 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 
9:15 A.M. 
Church Renewal 
Team,  Samaritan 
Counseling Center, 
Menasha 

13 14 15 16 

17 18  9:00 A.M. 
     Division on Wider 
     Church Ministries, 
     NEA Office 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 

Easter 
Sunday 

25 26 
1:00 P.M.  Placement 
and Transition Com-
mittee, NEA Office 

27 28 29 30   8:30–3:30 
       NEA Annual 
       Meeting at First 
       Congregational 
       UCC, Appleton 

April 2011 

 
NEA Office      Phone: 920-731-4781   Fax: 920-731-4255 
Association Minister     Art Wille    art@neaucc.org 
Secretary       Georgean Durkee   office@neaucc.org  
Ministries Coordinator    Bill Clyma    bill@neaucc.org 

NEA Office Hours 
 

Art Wille—   M-TH  9:30-4:00 
Georgean Durkee  M, W & F-F  9:00-12:00 
Bill Clyma—  TH:  9:00-5:00 
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April Anniversaries 
John Mendonca ............ 46 Years .......................... April 4 
Dorothy Mendonca ..... 46 Years .......................... April 4 
Mark Arbisi ................... 14 Years ........................ April 27 
Michael B. 

Safford-Kennedy .   8 Years ........................ April 27 
Judine Duerwaechter ...   7 Years ........................ April 18 
Joan Shiels .....................   4 Years ........................ April 15 
Kelly J. Stone ................   4 Years ........................ April 15 

Want Ads 

              Ordination Anniversaries 

Separation Ethics Focus of 
Boundary Awareness Training 

 Separation ethics—principles for clergy to de-
velop healthy relationships with members of churches 
they served before resigning or retiring who now 
share the joys and sorrows of ministry with a different 
pastor—will shape the subject of the afternoon ses-
sions at the Boundary Awareness Training workshops for 
clergy and church leaders in early May.  The Division 
on Church and Ministry, together with similar bodies 
in five other denominations, will offer two identical 
workshops on Separation Ethics, as well as general 
concepts for observing appropriate boundaries. 
 A session on Wednesday, May 4, 2011 will 
be held at the Holiday Inn and Convention Center in 
Stevens Point.  The second event will take place on 
Thursday, May 5 at Liberty Hall Banquet and Con-
ference Center in Kimberly.  Both events open at 8:30 
A.M. and close at 3:30 P.M. 
 The $25.00 fee for clergy and lay members of 
the Northeast Association includes all presentations 
and teaching materials, lunch, snacks, and a continen-
tal breakfast.  Scholarships are available for retired 
clergy who are members of the NEA.  Retired clergy 
who would benefit from 
the scholarship are en-
couraged to call Associa-
tion Minister Art Wille at 
920-731-4781. 
 The Reverend K. 
Ray Hill of the FaithTrust 
Institute will guide the 
workshops’ learning and 
conversation.  Rev. Hill, 
the Pastor-Teacher at Maple Temple United Church 
of Christ in Raleigh, North Carolina, has a wealth of 
experience in pastoral ministry, conference ministry, 
and Christian Education.  He also teaches UCC His-
tory, Theology and Polity for the Pastoral Leadership 
Development Program.  Hill earned his Master of 
Arts in Religion from Lancaster Theological Seminary 
and his Master of Divinity degree from Duke Univer-
sity Divinity School. 
 Send your fee to the Wisconsin Conference 
Office (P.O. Box 435, DeForest, WI  53532-0435) 
and note your NEA membership as you register.  
More information can be found by clicking the link to 
this event in the NEA website (www.neaucc.org). 

K. Ray Hill 

 For all items below, call Rev. Jim Hollister at 
First Congregational UCC of Sheboygan at 920-457-
4818 or e-mail him at jim@fccsheboygan.org. 

Kneeler:  Pew kneeler, accommodates two people, 
perfect for confirmation and wedding ceremonies, 
blond colored wood. 

Vacuum Cleaner:  “Backpack style” vacuum 
cleaner.  Purchased in 2006 for $400.  Church with 
best offer gets this gem. 

Basketball Uniforms:  Decades old, yellow with 
black trim, still in good shape, kids sizes.  Embla-
zoned with 1st UCC and a number. 

 Congratulations to Rev. 
Ashley and Ryan Nolte.  On March 
17, Rev. Nolte gave birth to Peter 
Joseph Nolte, who arrived weigh-
ing 7 pounds 6 ounces and 20½ 
inches long. Rev. Nolte is the pas-
tor of Bethlehem UCC in Kiel.  

Camp Scholarships for 
Youth Increased 

 The Division on Wider Church Ministries an-
nounces a new rate for automatic scholarships for 
children and youth from NEA member churches at-
tending a week long session at Pilgrim Center or 
Moon Beach Camp.  Full week youth scholarships are 
now $50.00; half-week scholarships remain $25.00.  

New Arrival 
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 Mission:  Possible shapes the theme and pro-
gram for the 49th Annual Meeting of the Northeast 
Wisconsin Association of the United Church of 
Christ.  First Congregational UCC of Appleton will 
host this year’s meeting.  Registration begins at 8:30 
A.M., activities begin at 9:00, and the meeting closes 
at 3:30.  The $10.00 fee ($12.00 after April 12) in-
cludes lunch and snacks. 
 Rev. Anthony Robinson of Seattle will offer 
the keynote address for the day and preach at the fes-
tival worship service.  Ordained in 1977, Robinson 
has served four UCC congregations and written ten 
books on a variety of subjects re-
lated to the vitality of the church.  
Now working as a consultant, Rob-
inson is a sought-after teacher and 
speaker in the area of church re-
newal and revitalization.  His ap-
pearance at the NEA meeting is 
made possible, in part, by a gener-
ous gift from Grace Congregational 
UCC in Two Rivers 
 Small group sessions will focus on NEA 
churches that have worked in vital, risk-taking minis-
tries.  A variety of groups will hear stories about mis-
sion service trips, unique local ministries springing up 
from churches, and the ways in which these efforts 
have changed the church and the world around it.  
The day will also feature worship, fellowship time, and 
the Association’s annual business meeting. 
 The cost is $10.00 for those registering prior 
to April 15; after that date, the fee goes up to $12.00.  
Vegetarian lunches will be available for those who re-
quest them.  Child care is also available.  Send your 
registration and check (payable to the Northeast Asso-
cation) to the attention of Susan Taylor at the Wis-
consin Conference of the UCC, P.O. Box 435, De-
Forest, WI  53532-0435. 
 

Save This Date! 
July 30, 2011 

TimberRattlers Tailgate Party 
Bratwurst, Baseball, and 

Fireworks! 
More Information Soon. 

Anthony Robinson 

Robinson to Keynote 
NEA’s Annual Meeting 

April 30  Reverend Moira Finley has resigned as Mod-
erator of the Northeast Wisconsin Association of the 
United Church of Christ.  She submitted her resigna-
tion in mid-March, citing an unanticipated increase in 
her workload as pastor of St. John’s United Church of 
Christ in Cecil and Trinity United Church of Christ in 
rural Shiocton. 
 The Association’s Executive Committee ac-
cepted her resignation with regret at its March 17 
meeting, and expressed thanks for her service.  Vice 
Moderator Dan Krueger steps in as Moderator, and 
will preside at the April 30 Annual Meeting. 
 Moderator since 2009, Rev. Finley provided 
leadership in maintaining the NEA’s ministries during 
the time when Association Minister Art Wille was on 
sabbatical in 2010. 

Hope UCC—Sturgeon Bay Hosts 
Threshold Choir Gathering 

Moira Finley Resigns 
As NEA Moderator 

 The Circle Singers of Hope UCC in Sturgeon 
Bay, are hosting the second Great Lakes Threshold 
Choir Gathering on June 24-26, 2011. 
 More than 100 Threshold Choirs are active 
across the United States.  Kate Munger developed 
Threshold Choirs over ten years ago with the purpose 
of bringing comfort and compassion to folks on the 
threshold of life, pain and grief.  Several threshold 
choirs work in Wisconsin and neighboring states.  
Planners expect that singing groups from Minnesota, 
Iowa, Michigan, Indiana and Illinois, and Wisconsin 
will attend. 
 Women are especially encouraged to partici-
pate in this singing workshop which will introduce 
new singers to this ministry of comfort and love.  The 
sessons on Friday evening, June 24, and all day Satur-
day, June 25 will feature the singing of rounds and 
making harmonies. 
 Of particular interest to church leaders is the 
special presentation focusing on Ways for Church 
Staff and Threshold Choirs to Work Together in 
Their Communities, on Friday afternoon, June 24, 
from 1:30-3:00 PM.  Kate Munger and Lauren Carley 
will share ideas and experiences with singing by the 
Circle Singers of Hope Church. 
 More info?  Go to www.hopechurchdc.org. 
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Around the NEA 
By Arlan and Sharon Schlundt 

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Malone.  Pastor:  Keith Weiland. 
WEDNESDAY DISCUSSIONS DURING LENT. 
Our discussion hours will begin with a video chapter 
which is about 30 minutes long. Then we will relate to 
it with conversation.  "Saving Jesus" is a twelve ses-
sion exploration of a credible Jesus for the third mil-
lennium.  After our traditional soup supper we'll re-
cess upstairs to see the video on the sanctuary screens.  
Our discussion will usually be on a specific question 
prompted by the video of the evening.  During Lent 
we will meet each Wednesday evening ending on April 
13.                                             (From Friendly Visitor) 
 
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, Fre-
mont.  Pastor:  Alex Tychkin. 
GROWING TOGETHER IN FAITH. 
Pastor Alex is pleased to report his 2011 Confirma-
tion Class is making great progress toward the receiv-
ing of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.  Each stu-
dent has successfully memorized all the books of the 
Old Testament.  During their studies, the class took a 
field trip to St. Mary Magdalene, the Catholic Church 
in Waupaca and attended their worship.  Then the 
three confirmation students were given a tour of the 
church and discussed the many differences between 
the Catholic faith and our Protestant faith. 

(From Whispers) 
 
PEACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Marinette.  Pastor:  William Clyma. 
FROM THE PASTOR'S STUDY. 
About a month ago, Peace Church began an experi-
ment in different ways of doing the church's ministry 
and new ways of deploying the church's resources.  
We've decided to try (for a six month period) getting 
by without a custodian.  Since the Peace Preschool 
closed in 1996, there have been far fewer events in the 
building on days other than Sunday.  Our volunteers 
do a great job of cleaning up after happenings like the 
Rummage Sale and the Spaghetti Supper.  Most of us 
know where to look for the paper towels, the soap, 
and the vacuum cleaner.  Let's consider this 6 month 
period to be a practice run. 

(From Tidings of Peace) 

ST. PETER'S UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, Kiel.  Pastor:  Judine Duerwaechter. 
CONSISTORY NEWS. 
The purchase of equipment and services from North-
ern Sound and Video is the first step in moving to-
ward completion of the AV project.  It is hoped that 
the project for sound enhancement and video projec-
tion will be in place by early May.  Additional acquisi-
tions are necessary to complete the budgeted $55,000 
project.                                      (From The Lamplighter) 
 
FEDERATED CHURCH OF GREEN LAKE 
(UCC), Green Lake.  Pastor:  Karen Gygax 
Rodriguez. 
OUR NEXT SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES. 
Road Trip:  Jerusalem from Resurrection to Pente-
cost.  Each Sunday our children will take a different 
trip to the Holy Land with different "tour guides" 
from the Jerusalem Tour Office.  This 7 week pro-
gram will culminate in a Celebration Sunday on April 
17th (Palm Sunday), where the children will present 
what they've learned to the congregation.  The series 
promises to be a lot of fun and should capture the 
imagination, curiosity, and enthusiasm of our Sunday 
School students.                              (From The Anchor) 
 
ST. JOHN'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Black Creek.  Pastor:  Don Baumann. 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Dear Friends at St. John's:  When taking on the presi-
dent's position, I was hoping that it wouldn't be me to 
have to say Goodbye to Pastor Don.  His decision to 
retire at the end of May is something I knew was com-
ing, just not quite so soon.  We have been blessed 
having Pastor Don at St. John's.  His presence, leader-
ship, compassion, and all of his wonderful traits will 
surely be missed. 

(From St. John's UCC Newsletter) 

 
Stewardship Moments 

 When it comes to giving until it hurts, most 
people have a very low threshold of pain. 

Anonymous 
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Mission House Center Presents 
Knowing the Faith of Jesus: 

Powell to Lecture on Tuesday, May 3 
 Knowing the Faith of Jesus shapes the key-
note addresses at a Tuesday, May 3 event sponsored 
by the Mission House Center at Lakeland College.  
First Congregational UCC, located at 1495 State High-
way 67 near Plymouth will host the 8:15-3:15 event.  
The cost is $10.00, which includes lunch.  
Send your registration to the Mission 
House Center, Lakeland College, P.O. 
Box 359, Sheboygan, WI  53082.  A link 
to the announcement from the Mission 
House Center can be found on the 
NEA’s website (www.neaucc.org). 
 Mission House Center encour-
ages both pastors and laypeople to come. 
 Mark Allen Powell, Professor of 
New Testament at Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, will offer 
two presentations: 

MORNING KEYNOTE SPEECH: 
Jesus Takes Sides:  A Surprising Interpre-
tation of the Beatitudes 
 In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers a se-
ries of Beatitudes that answer the question, “Whose 
side is God on?”  The answer shocked people of his 
day (opponents and followers alike) and would prove 
so challenging to later generations of Christians that 
interpreters would find ways of domesticating the 
message.  When the Matthean Beatitudes are inter-
preted within their literary and historical context, they 
reveal Jesus as making claims that are still radical to-
day:  God favors the oppressed—especially those who 

have given up hope or lost their faith.  God is ironi-
cally on the side of those who do not trust God.  Fur-
ther, God favors those who are concerned for the op-
pressed if and when this commitment translates into 
an inevitable and probably involuntary solidarity (i.e., 

when their concern for the oppressed 
causes them to suffer oppression them-
selves). 

AFTERNOON KEYNOTE 
SPEECH: 
Jesus Delegates Authority:  The Essential 
Task of Binding and Loosing Command-
ments 
 In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
delegates to his followers the authority to 
decide what is right and wrong to deter-
mine the relevance of biblical command-
ments for ever-changing times.  The 
community of Jesus’ followers are ex-
pected to discern the will of God in ways 

that sometimes go well beyond the teaching of the 
Bible and in ways that sometimes recognize biblical 
mandates no longer apply to present circumstances.  
Matthew Gospel also reveals that it is possible to get 
“moral instruction” wrong either by being too strict or 
by being too permissive  Centuries of church history 
offer confirmation that it is easy for God’s people to 
fail in this prime directive of teaching people right 
from wrong—but in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus does 
provide some basic principles for making such deter-
minations. 

Mark Allan Powell 

First Congregational UCC—Appleton:  Associate 
Pastor search committee reading profiles. 
St. John UCC—Black Creek:  Rev. Don Baumann 
retires on May 31, 2011. 
St. John’s UCC—Elkhart Lake:  Interim Pastor. 
Our Shepherd UCC—Howards Grove:  Rev. Ernie 
Huntzinger, Interim.  Search committee reading pro-
files. 

Immanuel UCC—Plymouth:  Rev. Margaret 
Richardson Zedan (Presbyterian), Interim. 
First Congregational UCC—Ripon:  Rev. Jack 
Kraaz retires on July 3, 2011 
Rosendale UCC—Rosendale:  Wesley Wassell 
called as pastor at congregational meeting on March 
27.  His ministry will begin on a date to be announced 
soon. 

Churches in Transition 




